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| Bpates are prone to the illusion that it would be fairly 
easy to get what they would call “a good peace.” Beyond 
the phrase they seldom go. It is to be feared that, if they 

were pressed for details, nine pacifists out of ten who helieve that 
a good peace’ would be easy to come by, would put forward 
principles of a peace-settlement as contradictory as those of the 


Atlantic Charter. 


They should by now have become 
more sceptical of the millennium 
round the corner. After all, one of 
the elemental] facts of the between- 
war period was that no single one of 
the great industrial democracies had 
the moral strength to solve its own 
unemployment problem. To save 
good men from rotting their souls 
and their skills away—that was surely 
a fundamental condition of domestic 
peace. If peace at home meant any- 
thing more than the successful sup- 
pression of discontent, whether by 
law and order” or by the apathy of 
half-starved listlessness, then the 


people of Britain failed lamentably to 
achieve it. 


Think only of how they stampeded. 


in 1931 at the cry: “Your savings are 

in danger!” and put in office a Nat- 

ional Government for the purpose of 

cutting the meagre dole of the ,un- 

employed man by 10 per cent! _ Re- 

meus the iniquities of the Means 
est! 


THE TEST 


yy HAT have these things to do with 

; our capacity for peace? Every- 
thing. If the majority of the people 
of this nation cannot regard their un- 
employed fellow-countrymen as hav- 
ing an equal right with themselves to 
the bare necessities of life, how can 
you expect the British nation to re- 
gard other nations as having an equal 
right with itself to a decent standard 
of living? Presidents and Premiers 
may propound their abstract principles 
of international justice, but who can 
believe that they mean business, when 
the peoples they lead do not mean 
business in a matter of elementary 
social justice at home? Men have to 


HERE WE ARE 
AGAIN! 


A LTHOUGH the appeal for the 

Peace News fund disappears 
on alternate weeks from this 
page, we are confident that its 
claims will not disappear from 
the minds of our readers. It is 
very encouraging to realize how 
great a hold this little sheet has 
taken of their affections. They 
have seen in it the promise of 
better days. The fact that from 
the beginning the objectives of 
the Peace News fund have been 
twofold: immediate security, and 
the foundation of an independent 
press to further the constructive 
work of pacifism after the war, 
has obviously strengthened the 
the appeal of the fund. Though 
we have still a long way to go to 
get to our £5,000, who, when the 
fund was started sixteen months 
ago, would have believed that we 
should get so far? Contributions 
last week were £27 5s. 6d., making 
the total £2,655 19s. 9d. 


The Editor. 


Please make all cheques. POs, and money 
orders for the Peace News fund payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and crossed ‘‘a/e Payee” 
and address them to the Accountant, 


Peace News. 3 Blackstock Road, London, 
N.4. 
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be proved faithful in small things, be- 
fore we can trust them to be faithful 
im great ones. 

The test of the capacity of nations 
for international peace is their capac- 
ity for justice at home. For peace 
without justice is a delusion. And 
we had better stop dreaming about 
the coming triumphs of love between 
the nations until we are reasonably 
certain that a modest amount of mere 
social justice has been irrevocably se- 
cured at home. 


_ By, this test the nations, on either 

side of the present war, are not cap- 
able of a peace based on justice, The 
difference between them, here is that 
whereas Germany makes no pretence 
of international justice, Britain does. 
I do not count making a pretence of 
international justice a virtue. And it 
is assuredly no longer an effective 
weapon of moral warfare. Nobody 
in Europe likes Germany; but no- 
body believes Britain. 


UTOPIAN DEMAND 


UT, granted all this, is it not the 

duty of pacifists to put forward 
their programme of a constructive 
peace-settlement? It may be worth 
doing, on the clear understanding 
that a peace of international justice 
would be so revolutionary as to be 
Utopian, 

Whether it is worth while to have 
the pacifist movement committed to a 
manifest Utopianism is doubtful, But 
there is a good deal to be said for the 
pacifist movement becoming fully 
conscious how Utopian is the prospect 
of a good world-peace. 


What, in fact, are the minimum 
demands of a good world-peace? We 
may confine ourselves to one. It is 
that there should be a genuine world- 
society. Whether you call this world 
society a Commonwealth, or a Feder- 
ation, or a New Order, the indispens- 
able condition of its being a reality is 
the same. It is that the member- 
nations (if the nation remains the 
unit) should regard the claims of each 
others’ peoples to a decent standard 
of living as equally valid with their 
own. They must not just listen to 
their leaders saying it, they them- 
selves must mean it. 

That is to say the citizen of Ber- 
lin, or London, or New York must re- 
gard the claim of the Chinese coolie 
or the Indian peasant to the good 
things of life as equally valid with his 
own. That and nothing less is the 
condition of lasting world-peace. We 
have only to state it to realize how 
Utopian it is. 

How many Britons, no matter what 
their political colour, or what their 
religion, really regard the Indian 
peasant as having an equal claim with 
themselves to a decent life? One in 
a thousand? One in a hundred thou- 
sand? Yet the Briton and the Indian 
peasant are members of the same 
Commonwealth, avowed fellow-citi- 
zens. How much more remote is the 


Foundations 


of P 


chance of the farmer of Oklahoma be- 
ing concerned to fill the empty belly 
of the rickshaw-coolie of Singapore? 


A TRUCE FROM INSANITY 


PERHAPS one day we shall get to 

this—-not we, indeed, but our 
grandchildrens’ grandchildren. In 
the meantime, let us not deceive our- 
selves, nor let others deceive us with 
big and beautiful words. Let us be 
prepared to welcome the most modest 
victory over the world-anarchy that 
rages now—the merest truce from 
this blind insanity of war. 

Let us not be deluded by dreams of 
national or international justice. It 
is not to be had. What may be had 
is a partial and temporary cessation 
of the anarchy, a lull in the lying, a 
waking from the obscene nightmare 
of war, a chance of seeing what and 
where we are, of thinking and willing 
for ourselves. As any order is better 
than none, so any peace is better than 
none. Let us be on our guard against 
our own inclination to excuse the 
present evil on the ground that some 
of the participants believe they are 
fighting for justice and for peace. 
They are, alas, deluded. The claim 
of brotherhood does not require that 
we should delude ourselves. 


Does this mean that world-peace is 
a mere dream, that must wait upon 
the birth of imagination in a thou- 
sand million men? Is the outlook 
just hopeless? By no means. This 
war, whoever “wins” it, will have 
done something to overcome the sheer 
economic anarchy of the world. 

Nothing can withstand the process 
of combining the mutally _ irre- 
sponsible _ national States into 
larger economic units: that process 
is elemental. It is happening, 
willy-nilly. Both sides are engaged 
in it, consciously or unconsciously. 
The opportunities and occasions of 
future wars are being diminished 
by the very paroxysm of this one. 
Because it is more than a world- 
war; it is a world-revolution. The 
absence of war is not peace; but it 
may give us the chance of discov- 
ering some of the things that be- 
long to peace. 


COMMENTARY 


Negotiation 


T the time of writing there is a 
hitch in the arrangements for 
the exchange of wounded prisoners of 
war between Britain and Germany. 
The significance of this direct and 
dramatic exchange of messages _be- 
tween the British and German Gov- 
ernments is great, and we think it has 
struck the imagination of the ordin- 
ary man. If an exchange of prisoners 
can be negotiated in this way, why not 
the preliminaries to an armistice? 
We do not suggest that the mind of 
the average man moves in this dir- 
ection—yet. But one of the mental 
barriers to travelling along that path 
has been broken down. He has real- 
ized how easy it is for the govern- 
ments of Britain and Germany to 
speak directly to one another: if only 
they have the will to do so. 

Later: The indefinite postponement 
of the scheme is announced. We hope 
to comment at length on this incident 
next week, 


Russia in Danger 


} ITLER was very categorical con- 

cerning the new offensive 
launched against Russia. In Germany 
(it is reported), “since the defeat of 
France optimism was never so high 
nor the Russian campaign so popular” 
(Times, Oct 7). Here is the judg- 
ment of The Times military corre- 
spondent upon it: 


If the Germans have been able to mount 
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FOOD GOES 
TO GREECE 
THIS WEEK 


JPDESPITE a British statement in 

August that the Government 
could no nothing to get food into 
Greece, difficulties Ihave been over- 
come and a steamer was expected to 
leave Turkey this week on her first 
trip to the Piraeus. 

The steamer has been chartered for 
ten journeys. 

The foodstuffs include potatoes, on- 
ions, fish, eggs, beans, chickpeas, wild 
boar, and 50,000 live goats. As we 
reported on September 19 it has been 
bought in Turkey by the United King- 
dom Commercial Corporation. The 
Turkish Red Crescent organization is 
providing milk and food for children. 

Due to a scarcity of wheat, sugar, 
coffee, and rice in Turkey, the Turk- 
ish Government much regretted that 
they were unable to allow supplies of 
these commoaities also to be exported. 
“The Turkish Government have been 
very helpful,” reported the Istanbul 
Correspondent of The Times on Mon- 


ay. 

The United Kingdom Commercial 
Corporation will be reimbursed by 
subscriptions from Greeks in America 
through the Vanderbilt Committee for 
Assistance to Greece. 

While expressing “concern at the 
suffering of the Greek people under 
the enemy’s yoke,” the Minister of 
Economic Warfare told Parliament on 
August 5 that the Government 


must continue to insist that both the lega) 
and the moral responsibility for feeding the 
ememy-occupied territory rests upon the 
enemy, and that to relax the blockade of 
any party of enemy-occupied Europe must 
strengthen the enemy and prolong the war. 


He added that he was afraid “we 
have no confidence at all that the 
American Red Cross would be able 
to operate freely in enemy-occupied 
territory.” 

The surmounting of these obstacles 
in the case of Greece adds weight to 
the demand, voiced here as well as in 
America, that similar relief should, 
under suitable guarantees, be permit- 
ted to reach other enemy-occupied 
countries. 


Edited by OBSERVER” 


In Practice 


a new major offensive comparable in 
strength to ita predecessors and can main- 
tain its initiative equally successfully, the 
danger to the Russians is obviously even 
greater than before. The reason is that 
they huve now so much less elbow-room. 
Space for manoeuvre is of course not lack- 
ing; in fact, it is almost infinite. But the 
factor of war-production cannot be disre- 


garded and anything up to 60-70 per cent. 
of the war-industries must now lie within - 
the German objectives or have been already 


captured. 
_ In fact, Russia is in the gravest 
jeopardy: and Hitler’s definite prom- 
ise of an an immense and speedy tri- 
umph had better be taken seriously. 


Crucial Decision 


TINHE hitherto concealed contradic- 

tion of British war-strategy was 
projected into the headlines last week 
by the caustic tongue of Mr. Bevin, 
who suggested that those who criti- 
cized the man-power policy of the 
Government (Sir Walter Citrine and 
the TUC) might be Quislings. 

The policy of the Government aims 
at the maximum efficiency of the Brit- 
ish army. At all times questionable 
since the collapse of France—and it 
was vigorously challenged by Mr. 
Lloyd George last spring—it has be- 
come still more questionable now that 
the admitted and urgent need is to 
supply the Russian armies with mun- 
itions of war. The choice now be- 
comes clear and crucial. 

(Continued on page two) 
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CONFERENCE OR 
PANDEMONIUM? 


AN inter-Allied Council, including 

21 representatives of Gen. de 
Gaulle, met on Sept. 25, “to make 
known their adherence to the common 
principles of policy set forth by Mr. 
Churchill and President Roosevelt at 
their historic Atlantic meeting.” Most 
of them, living as they do as pen- 
sioners of the British Government, 
could do no less; but the Dutch Gov- 
ernment, which has an independent 
economic basis in the wealth of the 
Dutch colonial empire, took an inde- 
pendent line in criticizing Article IV. 
The Article runs: 

They will endeavour, with due respect for 
their existing obligations, to further the 
enjoyment by all States. great ar small, vic- 
tor or vanquished, of access on equal terms 
to the trade and raw materials of the wortd 
which ure needed for their economic pros- 
perity. 

These highly important aims, said 
Mr. van Kleffens, could not be at- 
tained if substantial exceptions were 
to be permitted. 


His government therefore interpreted the 
reservation to mean that, just ar no exist- 
ing obligation was invalidated by the article 
ipeo facto, so no such obligation was thereby 
lo be perpetuated. 


Politely and judicially put; but the 
upshot of the comment is that if “ex- 
isting obligations” are to be main- 
tained the article becomes empty 
words. 

* 


Interesting too was the Soviet Gov- 
ernment’s elucidation of the third ar- 
ticle on self-determination. On _ this 
M. Maisky said: 


The Soviet Union has applied and will 
apply, in its foreign policy, the high prin- 
ciple of respect for the sovereign rights of 
peoples. The Soviet Union was, and is, 
guided in its foreign policy by the prin- 
ciple of self-government of nations. 
Thus, the kind of self-determination 

it will apply is the kind it has applied 
in Finland, in Esthonia, in Latvia, and 
in Lithuania: much the same kind as 
we have applied in Iran, or the Ger- 
mans in Jugo-Slavia. The Soviet has 
“liberated” Esthonia and Finland. 
Germany has “liberated” Croatia, and 
we have “liberated” Iran. The 
sickening and disastrous tragi-comedy 
of combining “liberation” with power- 
politics will be played all over again, 
tf the adherents to the Atlantic 
Charter have it all their way. 


* 


There were other notable touches 
in the proceedings of this curious con- 
ference: as when M. Maisky declared 
that “a consistent application of these 
priciples” would have the energetic 
support of Russia. To make the 
condition of support a consistent ap- 
plication of radically inconsistent 
principles is to give oneself plenty of 
latitude. There was another in the 
joint declaration of the Polish and 
Czecho-Slovak Governments: 

Safeguards against 2 third German war 
must be sought not only in the complete 
preventive destruction of the means which 

Germany might use in future in another 

attempt at the realization of her aggressive 

plans, but also in furnishing effective pol- 
itical and material guarantees... 

That -is the mentality of a super- 
Versailles. Those who hope for a 
more peaceful world are consequently 
compelled to hope that those who in- 
terpret the declaration in this spirit 
will not have the chance of putting 
their interpretation into practice. 


Parliament Ignored 


HE root of the difficulty is that nobody, 
outside the inmost circles of the Govern- 
ment, knows the facts. An absolutely vital 
decision of British policy is involved. Yet what 
may be deciding the issue is not the facts, but 
definite political pre-decisions upon which the 
country has never been consulted and never 
will be. 


“Help Russia at all costs!’ cries the Left, 
and half the press with it. “It is the only 
way to win the war on the European contin- 
nent.” It would not be surprising if some 
members of the Government were to bethink 
themselves that it is rather the only way to 
help Russia to win the war on the European 
continent, and that it is to be done at the 
price of weakening the defensive power of 
Britain. Seen in these terms. the issue is 
fraught with incalculable significance for the 
future. 


How fantastic it then becomes that an 
issue of this magnitude should be decided, in a 
democracy, without consulting Parliament! 
The Evening Standard (Sep. 30) wrote: 
No-one, of course, pretends that the argu- 
ment is all on one side. But there is an 
argument. It has been debated everywhere 
but in the proper place—the House of Com- 
mons. We have had debates on coal) and agri- 
culture and the other aspects of the prob- 
lem. but in all these debates the War Cab- 
inet. which has made the supreme decision 
in giving the armed forces priority, has not 
intervened to explain its attitude. We 
suggest that it should explain, and that the 

Heuse of Commons should not adjourn 

again until it does. 

Those are curiously like the words which 
precipitated the Civil War in 17th-century 
England; but they will not precipitnte any- 
thing today. 


Democracy’s Dilemma 


AR. CHURCHILL’S long statement in the 
¥ House of Commons on Sept. 30 was de- 
signed to keep the vital political decision in 
his own hands. “The Prime Minister's atti- 
tude to critics was that the Government al- 
ways knows best.’ (Express. Oct. 1). The 
issue must not be fully discussed because it 
would give information to the enemy (so he 
argued at great length). And of course that 
is true. 


The choice before Britain is between ceasing 
to be a democracy and giving information of 
some sort to the enemy. It is better to re 
main a democracy. The argument that Par- 
liament can turn out the Government if it is 
dissatisfied with it is a formalistic irrelevance. 
Parliament does not know enough to know 
whether it is dissatisfied or not. And by the 
time it does know, the future of Britain will 
be irrevocably decided: and the impotence of 
Parliament to control the destiny of Britain 
will be manifest. 


European Compromise 


F Britain does not, or cannot, help Russia 
effectively---and that can be done, if at 
all, only by turning itself into an arsenal for 
Russia -then, sooner or later it must ac- 
quiesce in the German control of Europe. If 
it can, and does, help Russia cffectively—and 
the effort involved is almost “superhuman-- 
then, inevitably, Russia becomes the domin- 
and Power in Eastern Europe anyhow, and 
almost certainly in the whole of Europe. 

My own deep feeling is that the dilettante 
Leftists—the rose-pink Communists of the 
Evening Standard and New Statesman and 
the Picture Post, dare I say?-- who think 
they would prefer the latter, have a purely 
dream-picture of what a Russian-controlled 
Europe would be really like, or of the horrors 
involved in the process of establishing it. I 
do not think they have ever dared to face the 
possibility that Europe has already worked 
out its compromise between the European trad- 
ition and Communism: and that it is National 
Socialism. 

To me it is a pretty appalling compromise. 
But when I am invited to reject it fur years 
more of this invensate war, with pan-European 
Communist revolution at the end of it, I say 
anite firmly: ‘No!’ Europe has had enough. 


Russia: U.S. Views 


HE three-Power conference in Moscow to 
arrange supplies for Russia ended after 
three days on Sept. 1 with the publication of a 
joint statement by Lord Beaverbrook and Mr. 
Harriman to the effect that ‘“Russin shall be 
granted practically every requirement” for 
which she has asked. The stutement ended 
“by expressing the hope that after Nazidom 
is finally wiped out the nations represented 
at the conference will succeed in establishing 
a peace in which the nations of the world can 
Jive in security, free from feur or need.” 

The American vress-—unlike our own-—was 
quick to observe that of the four, or five free- 
dems. only two remained. Freedom of ex- 
pression and freedom of worship had dis- 
appeared, obviously (the American press said) 
in deference ta the political idiosycrasies of 
Russia. This was linked with a misleading 
statement by President Roosevelt on Sept. 20 
that “the Soviet Constitution guaranteed re- 
ligious freedom just as the American Consti- 
tution did.” 

The Roman Catholic and Methodist leaders 
immediately challenged him. And a storm of 
indignation arose, showing how widespread 
is the refusal in America to admit that So- 
viet Russia is fighting for freedom in the 
American sense at atl. 


‘‘Freedom of Religion’’ 


i a letter to The Times (Sept. 50). Mr. 
Rushbrooke. the President of the Raptist 
World-Alliance. was explicit on 
of religious freedom in Russia: 
“Freedom of religious worship and free- 
dom of anti-religious propaganda.” we are 
told (by M. Maisky) ‘is recognised for all 
citizens.”". Why is freedom of propaganda 
restricted to ‘anti-religious’? Why, when 
an earlier constitution allowed freedom of 
propaganda for or against religion. was one 
of these alternatives struck out? The pub- 
lication of books and articles in a religious 
sense, and even of Bibles, has for years heen 
impossible in Russia; and evangelization is, 
of course, excluded. 
What does “freedom of religious worship” 


the matter 
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mean? It is rigidly restricted by law to 
customary gatherings for forma! worship 
at a registered meeting-place. No Sunday 
School, or any other school or class for the 
instruction of children in religion is per- 
mitted. No children’s services are allowed. 
No Bible study groups may be formed. No 
lectures may be given. No social gatherings 
may be arranged. The Church may not 
possess a library. These are but a few of 
the restrictions imposed by law. In short, 
practically all that gives warmth and real- 
ity to the fellowship of a Christian congre- 
gation is forbidden. 


Pope’s Position 


HE position appears to be that both the 
USA and Germany are angling for the 
support of the Vatican. Mr. Roosevelt has 
ordered Mr. Harriman to open up the question 
of religious freedom in Russia; Hitler is re- 
ported to have offered an improved status for 
the Catholic Church in Germany. That the 
support of the Vatican would be welcome to 
either country—-with it huge Catholic popu- 
lation—is obvious; it is equally obvious that, 
neither on religious nor political grounds, will 
the Vatican depart from its attitude of being 
above the battle. 


It is inconceivable that the Pope should even 
tacitly condone either Communism or Nazism: 
and certainly in his eyes the one is no better 
than the other. The fact that the Polish army 
now being recruited on Russian soil has been 
allowed its own Catholic chaplains is a mere 
triviality beside the main question. If, as the 
Daily Express (Oct. 3) reports, “FDR plans a 
Catholic Front” that astute politician will 
jeopardize his reputation for astuteness. As 
for the rumours of a separate peace with Italy 
in consequence of Mr. Myron Taylor’s mission 
to the Vatican—they are just nonsense. Such 
a peace is quite impossible. 
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‘Cooked’? Figures ? 


N his speech of Oct. 3 Hitler declared that 

the Germans have captured 24 million 
Russian prisoners. The official Soviet reply 
is remarkable. The Russian losses, according 
to the Director of the Soviet Information 
Bureau, amount to 230,000 killed; 720,000 
wounded; and 178,000 missing. Now this is 
something clean beyond the category of ‘'dis- 
crepancy.” Hitler says 24 million Russian 
prisoners; M. Sherbakov says 178,000! 

The figures given by M. Sherbakov for the 
total losses on either side are almost equally 
staggering. Germany has lost (in killed, 
wounded and prisoners) 3 million men; Rus- 
sia 1,128,000. (Timeg, Oct. 6). We _ would 
like to know whether any authority in Britain 
believes this story. 

On the face of it, even supposing that Hit- 
ler doubled the figures of Russian prisoners, 
it looks as though Russia were lying—and 
pretty reckless. Why? 


Indian Resentment 


HE reaction in India to Mr. Churchill's 
declaration that the ‘‘Atlantic Charter” 
did not apply to India has been what any sane 
man might have expected. Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan, Moslem Premier of the Punjab, has de- 
scribed it as ‘the biggest rebuff India has yet 
received.” Even The Times of India (quoted 
by the News Chronicle, Oct. 4) says that the 
statement has created ‘‘a most unfortunate 
impression in the country.” 


The Premier of the Punjab urges that the 
British Government should fix a time-limit of 
not more than three years after the war for 
the attainment of Dominion status by India. 
“If, within two or three weeks, the suggested 
declaration is not forthcoming I shall without 
hesitation make an appeal to Indian political 
parties to present a united front.’’ 


by H. P. Fowler 


Propaganda & Democracy 


TRANGELY enough, it is this 
nation, which for so long looked 
askance at the modern propaganda 
technique, that now attributes the 
greatest achievements to it. 
This compliment takes 
forms. 


curious 
When small States fail to 
show enthusiasm for a full-dress war 
with their powerful neighbour and 
business patron, we claim that they 
have been “doped” by propoganda. 
The explanation is delightfully simple; 
but it happens be wrong. 

Actually, the great propaganda 
bubble is being pricked all day and 
every day—and nowhere more per- 
sistently than in the country in which 
it was first inflated. The govern- 
ments which for years have ridiculed 
peace and sung the praises of war are 
themselves in the paradoxical position 
of having to glorify peace in order 
that the peoples will carry on war. 
Men fight in the hope of achieving 
peace and neither the efforts of a 
thousand microphones, nor all the 
mystical fanaticism of which Adolf 
Hitler is capable, persuade them to 
accept war except as a means to peace. 

Similarly, the inability of Britain to 
wage war with totalitarian whole- 
heartedness lies in the experience of 
the mass-man. A nation which has 
already fought and decisively won a 
world war and reaped its harvest of 
tares does not look upon war as a 
route to peace in the same way as a 
nation which has lost a world war and 
suffered at the hands of the victor. 
One blames the war for its misfort- 
unes, the other blames the defeat. To 
the latter, defeat is something to be 
avoided at all costs, while to the 
former, the bitterness of victory 
makes war a negative thing to be ac- 
eepted with stubborn reluctance. 

Propaganda, no matter how intelli- 
gent, does not alter this outlook. “It 
is as true today as ever it was that 

| propaganda only converts those who 

already believe, and only appeals to 
people if it answers an existing need 
or allays an existing fear.” 


EFFECT ON DEMOCRACY 


However, if mankind can be led up 
the garden path by any mass-produced 
nonsense, then this generation had 
better bury all thought of democracy 
as speedily as possible. For better or 
for worse, democracy is based—and 
must be based—upon a belief in the 
judgments of the average man; upon 
the assumption that the John Citizens 
of the world are capable of making 
their own decisions in matters politi- 
sal, 

Uniess that assumption is sub- 
stantially true we had better abdi- 
cate our responsibilities as members 
of Parliament. or councillors, or as 


heads of households and leave the 
direction of our affairs to whoever is 
cute enough to sense our dilemma and 
install himself in the tyrant’s chair. 
And if we decide that we can be made 
to believe, and act upon, any tom-fool 
story provided we are told it often 
enough, then we are indeed in the 
wilderness because the more we cry 
out to be left alone, the more we 
are dragged out for the interminable 
parades and cireuses of leader- 
worship. 

This accrediting of mystic power to 
propaganda leads to tragic conse- 
quences. It becomes a “privilege” to 
put a minority view before even a 
moderate-sized audience. It becomes 
an accepted implication that unless we 
accept the official view we may have 
our “privilege” of relatively free ex- 
pression taken away—as though for 
our own good. 


Such a view of freedom of express- 
ion is a new-fangled heresy and, pre- 
sumably, owes its acceptance to the 
fact that almost anything seems to be 
a privilege in a Europe as feverish 
and livery as this one. 


DISCIPLINE OF FREEDOM 


_ But freedom of speech and opinion 
is no cultural appendage which can 
be removed without hurt to the body 
politic. From John Stuart Mill and 
Voltaire to Norman Angell in our own 
day, it has been advocated as a dis- 
cipline—a stern discipline because it 
lays every man open to being proved 
wrong-—always a distasteful experi- 
ence and never more so than when we 
are all little foreign secretaries round 
our own firesides or in our under- 
ground dug-outs. The modern State 
provides unrivalled facilities for show- 
ing the limitations of our knowledge 
and the absurdity of some of our most 
prized opinions. Thus conscience 
doth make cowards of us, and it isn’t 
surprising that there are plenty of 
people to ery out that this uncomfort- 
able discipline be taken away. Of 
course all they ask is that “provoca- 
tive” people such as communists, or 
Jews, or capitalists be firmly dealt 
with. But it all comes to the same 
thing. My brother’s freedom is in- 
deed the condition of my own and un- 
less that condition is observed the day 
dawns when there is neither freedom 
of expression nor of much else for 
anyone. Our generation must live 
through that day. 


The pacifist movement has signifi- 
cance at this level. Before the discip- 
line involved in free expression of 
opinion can again be acceptable to 
the many, it must be demonstrated as 
bearable by the few who are con- 
sciously prepared to submit to the 
clash of opinion in mental and creative 
conflict. 
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October 10, 1941 


HE basis of the Peace Pledge 

Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained, is: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House. 
6, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


| 
NORTH OF THE. 
TWEED 


(Scottish Area) 


4 T one of my recent meetings the 
chaiman introduced me by saying 
“he didn’t know where I lived, but had 
it on good authority that I slept in 
waiting rooms.” ‘Travelling these 
days is difficult, but the effort is al- 
ways worthwhile, especially when 
Scotland is the goal. 7 

I have just returned from visiting 
Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, and 
Glasgow in connexion with the Scot- 
tish Area Conference on Develop- 
ment. I had the advantage of getting 
first-hand information of these north- 
ern groups before meeting the rest 
in Glasgow to discuss policy. 

Stuart Morris who was the prin- 
cipal speaker at the Saturday confer- 
ence, had previously visited Kilmarn- 
ock and Greenock. It was a full 
meeting of the Scottish Council and 
was presided over by the Rev. Vin- 
cent Williams. In the afternoon, 
Stuart Morris gave a long and in- 
spiring record of the events leading 
up to the present new demand for de- 
velopment within the PPU and de- 
seribed the various paths by which 
divergent opinion had reached the 
prevailing unity of spirit. He an- 
swered many questions on finance, 
policy, and membership. 

After the tea interval we discussed 
Development. As at all the earlier 
conferences, So with the Scottish con- 
ference, the Nottingham Scheme of 
finance was accepted in principle and 
all groups will be asked to adopt it. 
The discussion ranged over a wide | 
field, including new groups, old groups, 
COs, public meetings, and the need 
for a paid organizer. 

Delegates were present from Aber- 
deen, Edinburgh, Dundee, Glasgow. 
Fife, Greenock, and Kilmarnock. 

Just because ideas were freely ex- 
pressed and pooled, consequent action 
will be both widespread and co-ordin- 
ated. Political thought is very strong 
in Scotland, but it is of the spiritual 
nature of Keir Hardie and not dis- 
integrating. Constructive thought 
was the keynote of the whole confer- 


ence, 
JOHN BARCLAY 


Sat. Oct. 11: North Wales Area Conference, 
BANGOR. Speaker: John Barelay. 


Sat. Oct. 18: N.W. Area Conference, 2.30 p.m. 
Friends’ Meeting House, KESWICK. Stuart 
Morris. 

Devon and Cornwall! Area Conference, EX- 
ETER. John Barclay. 


Sat. Oct. 25: N.E. Aren Conference, NEW- 
CASTLE. Stuart Morris. 

Sun. Oct. 26: N.W. (Manchester) Area Con- 
ference, PRESTON. John Barclay . 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 

Bournemouth and New Forest Region. The 
region was privileged to receive a visit on 
Sunday, September 21, from Dr. Wood, the 
National Chairman, who addressed members 
on ‘Pacifism and Social Reconstruction.” Dr, 
Wood dealt with both the individual and pol- 
itical aspect of the problem, covering a multi- 
tude of topics including education, family al- 
lowances, the present economic system antd 
the position of the family in the community, 
interspersing the whole with a wealth of il- 
lustration by reference to practical examples. 
The declaration of the Malvern Conference 
formed one basis for the address and dis- 
cussion. Both the substance of the address 
ind the inspiring personality of Dr. Wood 
were greatly appreciated. 

Kingston and District. At 2a meeting held 
at the Cooperative Hall, Tolworth, on Septem- 
ber 22, new arrangements were made for a 
group to cover Kingston, Surbiton, Tolworth 
and the surrounding district. Frank Hawtin 
of “Kelston,” The Avenue, Claygate, is sec- 
retary and local signatories should get in 
touch with him. The group has been divided 
into three “cells which will meet frequently 
ind there will be a monthy meeting of the 
whoe group at the Co-op Hall, Tolworth at 
2 p.m., on the third Sunday in each month. 
Maurice Rowntree will be spenking on ‘““PPU 
Policy’’ on October 19. 3B 


Buth.—The programme for autumn and win- 
ter 1941-2 has as its aim the strengthening of 
fellowship and understanding within the group 
and the increase of its influence in the locality. 
(t includes public meetings with “national’’ 
-peakers. e.g. Wilfred Wellock on October 30. 
group discussions, and informal evenings. Full 
particulars may be obtained from the secret- 
ary—Ronald Plaister, 8a Wharnecliffe Close. 
Wells Road, Bristol, 4. 

A recent public meeting addressed by Mary 
Gamble, who spoke on the lines of her recent 
article in Peace News. attracted an audience 
of 70 to 80. 


PEACE NEWS 
First article in a short series by ROY WALKER on 


The STRATEGY of GOOD WILL 


Pacifists in this country have talked a 
great deal about non-violence. I 
cannot honestly say that I have 
found the talk very illuminating. In 
fact it seems to me we have all been 
very confused in our thinking about 
the matter, and that this confusion 
is reflected in the jargon in which 
we discuss it. 


The purpose of these articles is a mod- 
est one. It is to clear away some of 
the debris and the wishful thinking, 
to stand a few of the main ideas on 
their feet again and to find simple 
names for simple things. 


I hope, by doing so, to start a tremen- 
dous rumpus in the groups all over 
the country. I want to launch a 
controversy that will not die down 
until we have all got these ideas 
straight in our minds and _ estab- 
lished with some precision what we 
think and where we differ. But I 
do not think I shall say anything 
very original, let alone anything 
like the last word on the subject. 


»* 


READERS of the excellent Outline 

for Pacifist Study published by 
the Peace Pledge Union some months 
ago will be familiar with the notion 
that all relevant forms of co-operation 
should be understood and applied be- 
fore the pacifist admits that a dead- 
lock has been reached, and that some 
form of useful struggle must be un- 
dertaken. I mention this in order to 
dismiss it. In the ensuing discussion 
I shall simply assume agreement 
about maximum co-operation with 
one’s opponents, and I shall take it 
that the object of the useful struggle 
is to bring the conflict back to a level 
where co-operation can be fruitfully 
resumed. 


Here I come to my first important 
question. Do we_ believe that co- 
operation pure and simple can solve 


WHERE DOES 
NON-VIOLENCE 
"COME IN? 


all disputes? Or do we take this 
line of agreeing with the military 
theorist that there are occasions when 
co-operation breaks down and some 
other form of group- or community- 
struggle is necessary if there is not to 
be a surrender to injustice? 


It is very important that we should 
give a clear answer to this question. 
Most pacifists will give an affirmative 
if the clear issue is put before them. 
But many often argue as though they 
do believe that readiness to co-operate 
is always enough. 


Consider the important issue of a 
negotiated peace with Hitler. Most 
of the argument seems to assume that 
such a peace would be acceptable. It 
may be so. We hope it is so. But 
we can hardly be sure of it! Suppose, 
for instance, that a condition of the 
peace was the handing over to Ger- 
many of political refugees—a condi- 
tion which was in fact imposed on 
France. 

If we did so, or if we advocated it, 
I should say that we were simply sur- 
rendering to injustice, in the hope of 
averting greater injustice. If you 
prefer, we should be doing evil that 
good might come of it. We should 
be doing exactly what we say the 
militarist has no right to do. 


HAVE WE AN ANSWER? 


If we advocated a refusal to accept 
such infamous terms, and if at the 
same time ze declared that it was 
equally wrong to resume hostilities, 
we should have to say definitely what 
sort of resistance should be offered. 
Could we do that? 


Yes and no. We could give an 


NEWS OF C0.s 


Fire-guard : £25 


Fine on Objector 


AFINE of £20 and £5 5s. costs was 

imposed on Richard Herbert Had- 
cock at the Guildhall last Thursday 
for failing to report for fire-preven- 
tion duties, 

Mr. Hadcock, a 31-year-old clerk in 
the Midland Bank, is the third objec- 
tor to be prosecuted in the City of 
London. 

It was stated that when he was 
served with the usual notices he 
wrote to the town clerk refusing to do 
anything under compulsion. 

Alderman Sir Percy Greenaway 
said he was fining him, instead of 
sending him to prison, to give him a 
chance of reconsidering his position. 
On refusing to pay, however, he was 
sent to prison for six weeks. 


“Call-up” notices for those enrolled under 
the recent registration for fire-guard duties 
were expected to be sent out this week. 


Women.—Maidstone Emergency Committee 
has applied for powers to conscript women 
firewatchers. Already nearly 80 per cent. of 
the town’s women have volunteered, and so 
many men are available for duty at business 
premises that each mun may be on duty 
only two hours a month. reported the Daily 
Herald last week. 

Councillor Refused.—Councillor C. A. Earl 
a member of Farncombe PPU group, told God- 
alming Town Council on September 23 that 
he had refused to register for fire-watching, 
saying: “I deny personally the right of any 
Government or community to compel any 
citizen to surrender his will to the wish of the 
State.” The Town Clark advised him to carry 
out the law. 

Ban Lifted.—Although Wood Green Counci! 
had passed a resolution banning the employ- 
ment of COs in civil defence and dismissing 
those already employed, it will now disregard 
this following the receipt of a circular from 
the Ministry of Home Security pointing out 
that it would be in accordance with Govern- 
ment policy that such bans should not. be im- 
posed. The Council's other employees are 
still affected by the resolution. 

Check-up?—Other London boroughs may 
follow the example of Chelsea, which is to 
check up on men who have not registered, 
reported the News Chronicle on Tuesday, add- 
ing: {Reasons for failure to register will be 
considered on their merits...In Westminster 
there are still 20 to 30 registrationa a week, 
yet the compulsory Order there was put into 
operation last May. Coming prosecutions may 
cause pn speed-up.” 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 
Changes of Secretary. Miss Phyllis M. Hall- 


ett. 64, Adelaide Grave, Shepherds Bush, W.12 
Gilbert Brownless, 91, Mere Rd. Leicester 


a ESSERE PUREE 


PLACED ON 
PROBATION 


THE Magistrates at Norwich last 

week placed Herbert Charles 
Storey, a schoolmaster who had failed 
to obey an order to submit to medical 
examination, on probation on condi- 
tion that he performed ambulance or 
agricultural work. 


Charles Williams, an actor, had his 
appeal against a twelve months’ sen- 
tence for a similar offence dismissed 
by the Recorder at Exeter on Satur- 

ay. 


Other sentences for refusing to be examined | 


include: TWELVE MONTHS for: Albert Hall. 
Slough distributor of Peace News, at Brentford 
on September 3. 

SIX MONTHS for: 

Stanley Keeble, of St. Albans, at St. Albans 
on September 25; 

Jack Stroud Foster, of Wood Green. and 
Frederick James Housden, of Tottenham, at 
Tottenham on September 27. 

SIX WEEKS for: 

Alfred Gerald Baker, a “Jehovah's Witness” 
of St. Albans, at St. Albans quarter sessions 
on Monday. (This appears to be the second 
ease dealt with at quarter sessions.) 


* * * 


The number of 19-year-old men who regist- 
ered under the National Service Acts on Sep- 
tember 6 was 116,959, of whom 426 or 0.36 per 
cent. were provisionalfy registered as COs 


ANOTHER LIVERPOOL 
PEACE CONFERENCE 


The ‘Peace Possibilities” conference held in 
Liverpool last June had a sequel on Sept. 26 
when Mrs. W. Maude Brayshaw, of Man- 
chester, addressed a group of some 50 people 
on “Toward Peace.” Two sessions were held, 
and in the afternoon Mrs. Brayshaw examined 
critically and constructively the Atlantic Dec- 
laration and also the ‘‘Archbishop’s Letter” of 
February last. She emphasized the need for 
all thoughtful people to give careful consider- 
ation to such declarations, and to make their 
own criticisms and comments audible. Only 
sO, she suggested. could’ we work toward a 
just peace. 

She spoke of our two duties: (1) to endeav- 
our to think clearly; and (2) to influence pub- 
lic opinion. Yo this end she encouraged the 
formation of local friendly groups for study 
and discussion. 

In summing up the Rev. Sidney Spencer 
ndded that spice of cammentary which stim- 
ulated discussion. 

The meeting was under the chairmanship 
of the Rev. Samuel Mason, and was organized 
by the Women’s (Liverpool) Group of the 
PPU 


answer, but it would be rather a 
feeble one. I should express it some- 
what in this way: 

“We think you should refuse to sign 
such a dishonourable treaty. Instead 
of resuming the war you should resist 
such extortion by pacifist means. 
Mind you, I am assuming that there 
is a general belief in the efficacy of 
such means, a general understanding 
of what they are, and sufficient leaders 
and experts to run the whole cam- 
paign as efficiently—more efficiently 
—than Britain has been running the 
war. If there is no such general be- 
lief, I think you should fight on, be- 
cause—as Gandhi has said—- ‘coward- 
ice is worse than violence.’ 

“If you say that such means might 
save this country from invasion but 
in any case could do nothing to bring 
freedom to the oppressed peoples of 
Europe, I should say they can recover 
their freedom by using the same 
means, and that the best thing we 
can do is to set them an example of 
how to doit. Denmark is doing some- 
thing of the sort, not without success. 
In any case, your method has only 
hastened the invasions, added to the 
sufferings of those you wish to save; 
and it shows little prospect of being 
able to save those who escape bomb- 
ing and starvation in the near future.” 


PLAN OF RESISTANCE 


Because I think that no such gen- 
eral belief in the efficacy of pacifist 
means does exist in this country I 
believe that if a peace were negoti- 
ated it would be hedged about with 
dangerous military guarantees. If 
negotiations broke down I think that 
hostilities would be resumed. But 
that does not alter the fact that those 
negotiations should take place. It is 
contemptible to admit defeat in ad- 
vance, whether at the council-table or 
on the battlefield. 

But let us make a supposition: let 
us say that such a general belief does 
exist, or at least that the general pub- 
lic has a completely open mind and 
would be convinced by a pacifist plan 
of resistance if one could be formu- 
lated and published. Could we pro- 
duce that plan? 


I leave you with that question for 
the moment. I will give my own 
answer in the next article. But I 
would like you to think of yours be- 
fore you read what I have to say on 
the matter. 


FOR St@M LEVEL HEALTM COME TO 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


FIRE-WATCHING 


I WOULD remind David Kennedy 

that some of us who have refused 
to register for compulsory fire-watch- 
ing do not base our attitude upon an 
objection to all forms of compulsion, 
even though we are working for the 
day when enlightened co-operation 
will abolish the need for compulsion. 
Nor do we for a moment claim that 
we can avoid compromise in the usual 
sense of that term. The only reason- 
able attitude we can take is at ail 
times to act in the most constructive 
ey onse to us at that particular mo- 
ment. 


What we do say is that our work 
for the establishment in the world of 
a just and co-operative order which 
shall cease to drive man into wars is, 
or ought to be, to us so important 
that we are bound to put its claims 

rst. 


The fact that almost the whole 
nation is concentrating upon the war- 
effort makes it the more imperative 
that work to win the peace should be 
energetically pursued. 


Many of us have felt in the past that it 
has been for us part of this work, and con- 
sistent with it, to da fire-watching in a vol- 
untary capacity. But if we commit ourselves 
to enrolment in a fire-guard for an indefinite 
time, we acquiesce in the cantinuance of the 
war in a way that we do not acquiesce as 
voluntary watchers who are free to make ar- 
rangements to terminate those duties when 
more urgent calls demand it. 

Moreover, by registering we become liable 
to be transferred to the watching of a mun- 
itions factory or other post selected for ita 
military importance. Our aim should be not 
to assist in the war but to save life. 


We realize the great difficulty that faces 
all of ug in maintaining a true sense of pro- 
portion in these matters. But if we are sin- 
cerely faithful first of all to our duty to all 
mankind, we shall not thereby be shelving our 
civic responsibility, but rather increasing our 
acceptance of it by putting first things first. 


MAURICE L. ROWNTREE 


FIRE-WATCHING RESOLUTION 


At our quarterly meeting held on Sept. 21, 
at which sixty members were present from 
twenty groups, the following resolution was 
passed, and I was instruced to forward a copy 
to you. 

Resolution: This meeting of the West 
Yorkshire Federation of the PPU held on 
Sept. 20 views with concern the publication 
in Peace News of Sept. 12 of the PPU_ Ex- 
ecutive Committee resolution on “‘Fire- 
watching” without the inclusion of the 
National Council rider to that resolution, 
and asks that the latter be published with a 
note of the correction. 

The National Council rider referred to, is 
“that in its opinion Fire-fighting, though in- 
offensive when regarded as an isolated matter, 
is nevertheless an integral part of the prose- 
cution of the war like al] other organizations 
for so-called Home Defence, and suggests that 
pacifists should bear strongly in mind that 
aspect of the matter when considering their 
attitude to either voluntary or compulsory 
participation.” 


DENIS RILEY 
Hon. Secretary, W. Yorks. Federation, PPU. 


13 Beech Avenue, Horsforth, nr. Leeds. 


SOVIET 


The letter from W. Bryn Thomas in your 
issue of September 26 appears to be as un- 
reasonably pro-Soviet Russia as he aceuses 
others of being anti-Soviet Russia. 

He writes: “The entry into Poland was to 
preserve 13 million people from ruin.” 

Stalin himself could not possibly bave im- 
proved on this assertion. It is, indeed, largely 
what Russian propaganda asserted at the time 
the invasion occurred, in 1939. I am not con- 
cerned here with the “rights” or “‘wrongs 
of the Russian action with regard to the 
Poland of 1939. The point is that that action 
was motivated by, in principle, exactly the 
same line of reasoning which prompted Ger- 
many’s invasion of Norway, Halland, Belgium, 
etc., after this war began-—and let me add, 
which prompted our own “entry” into Iran 
recently, and Irak and Syria before that. 
This “line of reasoning” is purely military 
and strategic in character, and is common to 
all States whose rulera play the game of 
power-politics. 

Mr. Thomas continues: “Regarded as a 
system the Soviet Union can legitimately be 
looked upon as the only system of life during 
the past 21 years which actually functioned as 
an ACTIVELY PACIFIST system... y 

How any kind of pacifism, “active” or “pas- 
sive,” can be reconciled with the possession 
of a huge military machine, with military 
conscription, with dictatorship and secret 
police and the “liquidation” of political 
“wrong-thinkers” I will leave to your corre~ 
spondent to explain—if he feels up to the job! 
But it is no answer for him to accuse all 
crities indiscriminately of being prejudiced 
against the USSR. It is not “‘prejudice” to 
point out that the pacifist, active or not, has 
as short shrift under Stalin as he has under 
Hitler. 


But if Mr. Thomas thinks pacifism of any 
kind is compatible with dictatorship and mili- 
tary conscription and readiness for and the 
prosecution of total war, then further com- 
ment is unnecessary. He speaks of ‘‘Hitler- 
jam” but avoids the use of the term “Stalin- 
jem.” This is significant in_ itself. Pacifist 
Joseph Stalin can, it seems, do no wrong! 


T. J. E. WARBURTON 


20 Warrior Square, 
St. Leonards-on-Sea. Sussex. a 


STOPPING THE WAR 


J THINK the present correspondence 

in Peace News on Nazism and 
Communism reveals a weakness in 
much pacifist thinking at the present 
time, and I should like to support 
strongly F. G. Fincham, whose letter 
appeared in your issue of Aug. 29 when 
he wrote: “The immediate duty of 
the pacifist, however, is to call upon 
men everywhere to stop the killing 
of their brethren...” To compare 
the two political systems is an inter- 
esting and perhaps necessary study 
for pacifists, but surely we should not 
allow it to weaken our plea for a 
cessation of hostilities. 


I feel that many pacifists are weigh- 
ing the possibilities of a German or 
Russian victory and, according to 
which they would prefer, are waiting 
for the moment in which to cry 
“halt!” Surely if we have renounced 
war, if we see it as evil, unchristian, 
then we cannot want others to contin- 
ue to wage it, whatever the results of 
stopping the war might be. The fact 
that to stop the war now might mean 
“a patched-up armistice at the ex- 
pense of the USSR” does not alter our 
position. We are pleading for the 
way of love in all human relation- 
ships. If men were to take this way 
the cessation of war could no tbe fol- 
lowed by an imperialist peace. 


We can only advocate the ending of the war 
as part of a willingness to live according to 
a new scale of values. If the‘ fighting ceases 
for some other reason and the violence con- 
tinues into the socalled peace it is not our 
responsibility. We ask that the method of 
non-violent resistance to evil shall be practised 
both now and after the killing is over, and 
it is open to the Russian people and to men 
and women everywhere to put it into practice. 

Of course we are deeply concerned as to the 
result of this titanic struggle, but we are 
not justified in wishing for a continuance of 
it even if we think that this might lead to 
more tolerable conditions in Europe in the 
postwar period. To the Christian pacifist, at 
any rate, the first question is not, “What 
kind of political system may I and others have 
to live under?” but, ‘“‘How can I begin, here 
and now, to show to men the way of love in 
action?” 

Let us forget the artificial] national boun- 
daries which group people under rival politi- 
cal systems and remember the millions of 
human beings who are suffering and dying 
hourly, and then we shall have the courage to 
say that it is not our desire that the present 
slaughter shall continue another day. 


WINIFRED RAWLINS 
41, Charles Street, 


Berkhamsted, Herts. 


I fully agree with the point of view put for- 
ward by Andrew Stewart in your issue of 
Sept. & but consider it needs relating to 
present-day realities. By al] means let us ap- 
peal for negotiation now, in fact let us advo- 
cate cessation of hostilities now with unilateral 
disarmament now—they are all part of our 
pacifist belief as Andrew Stewart suggests. 
Yet having said all that, stress needs to be 
laid on the fact that our appeals are moral 
appeals. It is not a question of stopping the 
war because people are becoming tired of it 


RUSSIA 


Mr. Bryn Thomas's description of the So- 
viet Union as the only system of life during 
the last 21 years which actually functioned as 
an actively pacifist system would make tha 
Kremlin echo with Bolshevik laughter if 
Peace News ever reached the eyes of Stalin, 
Malate Litvinoff and Company. I hope it 
joes I 

Has Stalin repudiated “The Dictatorship of 
the Proletariat’?? This was defined by Lenin 
in Collected Works XXV, p. 441, Russian 
edition, quoted with approval by Stalin in 
Problems of Leninism. International Pub- 
lishers, New York, p. 25: “‘The scientific con- 
cept, dictatorship, means nothing more nor 
less than power which directly rests on vio- 
lence, which is not limited by any laws or 
restricted by any absolute rules.” 

Russia has a long list of aggressions to her 
eredit, or discredit: W. H. Chamberlin, in 
The American Mercury, April, 1938, lists a 
round dozen wars of conquest and aggression 
which Soviet Russia has waged in the short 
space of twenty years: Finland, 1918: the 
Baltic Provinces, 1918-1919; Poland, 1920; the 
Ukraine, 1920; Georgia, 1921: Darghestan, 
Bokhara, 1921; Outer Mongolia, 1921; Man- 
churia, 1929; and since then the war against 
the Tungans, during which aeroplanes and 
poison gas were used by Russia. What won- 
derful pacifism! . 

Why Russia did not take the whole of Fin- 
land ought to have been obvious. Germany 
would certainly have objected; and Russia, 
then mistrustful of England, feared a swing- 
over by this country in support of the Ger- 
mans against Bolshevism. Russia _ over-esti- 
mated the intelligence of this country. That 
is all. 

ALFRED S. ROSEBOTTOM 


196 Market Street, Hyde, Cheshire. 


ROBERT SPEAIGHT 


celebrated actor and_ broadcaster, 
will give ‘a recital of 


The Poetry of T. S. Eliot. 


nt the PSR Offices, 8 Endsleigh Gdns., 
W.C.1. (inst in Endsleigh St.) on 
WEDNESDAY NEXT at 7 p.m. 
Admission free Collection 
YOUTH SERVICE LEAGUE. 
22 Seafield Rd.. N.11.' 


The 


but because war is wrong, unjustifiable. and 
futile. To stop war because of discontent or 
fear is moral weakness; to stop it because it 
is considered wrong is moral strength. 


If our appeals are to succeed at the higher 
level, they require the assent of a large body 
of thinking people and with that assent some 
form of constructive pacifist action including 
social reform in the United Kingdom, peace 
negotiations, etc., would be possible. That, it 
seems to me, is the ideal pacifist solution of 
the present : situation. A more debateable 
question is whether we are prepared to advo- 
cate and press for a cessation of hostilities 
at the lower level. This seems undoubtedly 
a betrayal of our pacifist ideals because we 
should be appeaing to men’s weaknesses rather 
than asking them to understand a moral issue. 
And yet many of us cannot but desire an end 
of the war even by the weakness of one side 
or the other. It is a cri de coeur on behalf of 
the unthinking peoples of Europe and a feel- 
ing that it is better for people to stop doing 
wrong even for the reason that doing wrong 
has made life unbearable to them. 

But if we are to support a possible future 
movement by the people to end the war for 
these reasons (and there is room for argu- 
ment on this point) we must make it clear to 
the people and the Government that we have a 
better argument for wanting to stop the war 
and that our support is due to the feeling that 
beneath the popular clamour is an intuitive 
conviction not only of the unbearableness but 
also of the inherent wickedness and futility of 
war. It is the latter conviction which the 
PPU should continue to desire to promote in 
the minds of men. 

Put this way, the argument may assist those 
pacifista who feel opposed to a mere surrender 
to totalitarianism to understand better the 
position of those who appear to them to want 
Peace a any price. 

K. LACEY 


364 Malden Rd., Cheam, Surrey. 


CLASSIFIED A 


2d per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Sox Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy MONDAY 


ACCOMMODATION 


COUPE OFFER good home in exchange for 
assistance or would share home with lady or 
couple. Near Manchester.—Box 9538, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

EWELL VICARAGE, Surrey, 15 miles Lon- 
don, running on community lines. Two vacan- 
cies. All-in expenses 25s. per week.—Apply 
Vicar. Tel. 2643. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districta, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 8 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifista. 

FURNISHED bed-sitting room, also kitchen. 
18s. weekly.—5 Cornwall Rd., North Harrow. 
HAR. 1655. 

HOME OFFERED mother with child school 
age by elderly woman Friend Yorkshire dales, 
in return some help household duties, garden; 
or small salary offered single woman.—Apply 
Helen Neatby, Ackworth School, Yorks. 

LADY, alone, convalescent, offers quiet 
friendly country home, Berks., in return for 
services. Bus Oxford.—Box 954, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

NEW community venture desires smal} house 
in Surrey; near station; low rental.—Box 955, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

NEW FOREST. Accommodation and kit- 
chen garden offered C.O. and wife return fer 
gardening.—Leonard, Godshill, Fordingbridge. 

PACIFIST LADY desires another share 
bungalow and expenses. Charming coastal 
situation. Primitive——Cooper, Green Bunga- 
low, Trebarwith, Tintagel, Cornwall. 


EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
heman brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, eor- 
respondence lessons 6s. each (Also smalk 
classes Is. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hil] Rd., London, N.W.3. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cyclea for tradesmen, carriage 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use, £7 19s. 

COLLECTOR has surplus and duplicate 
gramophone records: state requirements; or 
sample dozen 6s. 6d. post free.—242, Pineapple 
Rd., Birmingham, 14. 

COMMUNITY SHOP would like fresh and 
bottled or canned fruits, bottled or canned 
vegetables. Other goods or commodities con- 
sidered—H. Gardiner, 392 Dundee Terrace, 
Edinburgh, 11. 

SPECIAL OFFER. Good quality Economy 
Labels, with propaganda for Esperanto, the 
international language, ba. 6d. per 1,000. 
Various sizes, from approx. 4jins. x 4} ins. to 
Gins. x 43} ins. Packet of 100 assorted, 1s. 
Esperantists, especially, are urged to bring 
notice of this offer to firms, clubs, societies 
and others who may be interested.—W. J. 
Brigden. Printer, 232 Sellincourt Road, Toot- 


ing, S.W.17. 
LITERATURE é&e. 
QUAKERISM. Information and Jiteratar 


respecting the Faith and Practice of th 
Religious Society of Friends. free on applica 
tion to the Frienda’ Heme Service Committea 


Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.) ° 


Proof Positive 


“It is because Mr. Churchill so 
perfectly understands what is evil 
and what is good that the millions 
of the common people are at this 
moment putting their trust in 
him. Our firm and steadfast be- 
lief that the living God works in 
history is confirmed whenever we 
reflect that the forces of democ- 
racy are led in this fateful hour 


by two such men as Winston 
Sie and Franklin Roose- 
velt.” 


—Rev. H. A. Wareham, Vicar of 
Horsforth, in the Horsforth 
Advertiser, Sept. 12. 


Armistice Call 
From Wales 


“WE declare again our conviction 

that an early armistice and a 
peace by conciliation will be best for 
Wales and for the future of Europe,” 
Said a resolution adopted at the an- 
nual conference of the Welsh Nation- 
alist Party. 


Other resolutions supported the ab- 
olition of night-bombing, and de- 
manded “that the conscription Acts 
be amended without delay so as to 
acknowledge Welsh nationalism to be 
a matter of conscience.’’ 


(Local and appellate tribunals have re 
peat- 
edly stated that the objection of Welsh Nat- 
ionalists to fighting for England is not ‘“‘con- 
1 scientious" within the meaning of the Acts.) 


DVERTISEMENTS 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


PAPERHANGER AND DECORATOR {for 
Northampton area. Must be first-class hand. 
Work of national importance (not war work). 
—Box 952, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PROGRESSIVE Home-school has vacancy 
young lady teacher share responsibility, teach- 
ing, household duties children (5-8). Board, 
pocket-money.—Young, Hollyside, Brockweir. 
nor. Chepstow. 

ROUNDSMAN, exempt military service, re- 
quired immediately by grocer, North Devon. 
Live in with pacifist family. Small wage and 
chance of commission. Experience preferred 
but not essential. Must be able to drive car. 
Box 950. Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED: domestic help, plain cooking, live 
as family or own sitting-room. Up to £1 per 
week according to duties.—Harrowden Vicar- 
age. Wellingboro', Northants. 

WANTED URGENTLY, two, man and wife 
or two men C.O.s to help in small private 
hotel, one interested in cooking. Sympathetic 
atmosphere.—Apply Bigland, Tudor House. 
Tewkesbury. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


C.0. WARDEN (Willesden) seeks part-time 
work. Experience in clerical work, typing, 
etc., but anything acceptable—Box 957. 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.0., 38, appeal against non-combatant ser- 
vice dismissed, seeks work immediately on 
farm as more constructive alternative to 
prison. Willing. Good carpenter.—Box 9658. 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


"WHERE TO STAY 


IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heya Farm 
a Guest House founded on Quaker principles. 
—Wardens Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad- 
ford. nr. Clitheroe. 

PEACE and comfort in central Lakeland 
during winter months. Vegetarian Guest 
House, BECK ALLANS, GRASMERE. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ARE YOU prepared to work for peace? 
Research collaborators (unpaid) in inveati- 
gations of international importance invited 
to write for particulars to Box 943, Peace 
News. 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 

MRS. NORMAN SMITH, recently of 157 
Fellows Rd., N-W-3, or anyone knowing her 
present address, please write Box 956, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


N.Z. Minister 


In Prison 


_A correspondent writes that in ad- 
dition to those pacifists in New Zea- 


land whom we reported recently to be 
in prison, the Rev. Basil Dowling is 
also serving a three months’ sentence. 


Basil Dowling “ig one of th 
the NZ body and some time Ss paieete Te 
ta resign his charge at the Seatoun Presby- 
terian church. As minister of this church he 
waa padre at Seots College, and I understand 
that limitations were put upon hig teaching 
which he could not accept. He was unable to 
obtain another church, or to get a teaching 
appointment and, until recently, he was wark- 
ing as a stone polisher in Christchurch. 

“However, he felt it his place to return to 
Wellington and speak for Christian pacifiam 
at outdoor meetings. He realized that this 
Meant almost certain arrest.” 
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